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YOU CAN FIND OUT
ABOUT ART BUILDERS, 

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES AND 
ACCESS MORE RESOURCES FROM

WWW.ARTBUILDERS.CO.UK

Art Builders is about inspiring and supporting schools 
to programme art activity, giving all young children 
and teaching staff an opportunity to get involved in 
the arts and be creative. Whether daily art lessons, 
art weeks or big art days, we believe that creativity 
should be a valued part of education system. 
Art Builders champions art experiences for every 
child, every academic year.

Art Builders At Home is a free art project for primary-aged 
pupils. Animate Arts has secured funding from Arts Council 
England to create six extraordinary, creative ‘Art Builder 
Toolkits’ which have been made by professional artists, about 
world-class artists, for Key Stage 1 and 2 children. These 
Toolkits offer practical activities to do using low-cost, 
easy-to-find materials, so participants can take part at home 
or in the classroom. By completing any of these toolkits, 
makers will create amazing, unique artworks that can be 
shared with classmates, teachers, friends and family!  
 
If you are using these Toolkits before 31 July 2020, you can 
submit your art works to Animate Arts Company. We will then 
feature your artwork in an amazing 360° virtual reality film. 
This exhibition to see your art work will be available to watch 
from September 2020.
 
All Toolkits are suitable for Arts Award At Home accreditation. 
For further information and logbooks, go to our resource 
page on www.artbuilders.co.uk

ART BUILDERS IS CREATED BY ANIMATE ARTS COMPANY.
Animate Arts Company is a national award-winning team of professional 
artists and makers who make high-quality participatory art projects, 
particularly in schools and community settings. We work creatively with 
people of all ages, abilities and backgrounds through workshops, 
events, training and cultural programmes. Animate Arts is a charitable 
organisation and you can find out more about their work on 
www.animateartscompany.com
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Where? 
Maidstone, Kent

What do you do? 
Photographer and filmmaker

About Tim:
I like growing things and 
drinking tea - so much so that 
I’ve started growing tea. 
It doesn’t taste very good 
yet though! I also like food, 
and can usually remember 
what I was eating more than 
what I was doing.

This is Tim. He makes 360° films using a special camera and 

computer. He loves art work created by Art Builders and wants 

you to help him make his next film. It will be called 

The Art Builders’ Gallery.

This is your special creative mission. We want you to 

create artwork to feature on this 360° virtual film – 

Isn’t that cool? In every Art Builders Toolkit, look for this 

symbol        Complete the activity then send your artwork 

to Tim before 31 July 2020. Your work could be included 

in the amazing 360° virtual reality film! This film, with your 

artwork, will be premiered to the world via YouTube in 

September 2020. 

YOUR MISSION

WANT TO BE A 360° ARTIST?

TOOLKIT #5 – WILEY’S & SHERALD’S 
 MINIATURES

ABOUT TIM

FUN FACT
I have 5 cameras (at least!), 

4 chickens, 3 girls, 2 cats, 

1 lovely wife and no llamas.

PRESS PLAY 
TO VIEW

Tim made this film with 200 Art Builder kids, 
teachers and artists. They built a moon, only 
from paper. It was the size of a big hall! Watch 
this film and you can look around the moon!

Send to:
ART BUILDERS HQ, C/o Animate Art Company, Alexander 
Centre, 17 Preston Street, Faversham, Kent, ME13 8NZ

After completing your Wiley & Sherald’s miniatures activity 
with Esther, post your art works to Tim before 31 July 2020 to:

Name? 

Where? 

What do you do? 

About Esther: I really enjoy growing veg, drawing, 

holidays and naps; in fact I don’t like 

not getting enough sleep!
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Name? 

Where? 

When?
What do they make? Modern portrait artists, typically using paint

About: Wiley and Sherald are both modern-day portrait artists. They make paintings of people with incredible likenesses of their models. Sometimes they seek inspiration from people in the past, sometimes people alive today, but both paint almost exclusively black people; particularly from Afro-American backgrounds, for a range of reasons but mostly to highlight their lack of presence in art galleries.

MY SELECTED ARTIST

 
KEHINDE WILEY 

 
AMY SHERALD

Esther Coombs

Near Canterbury, Kent, UK

I’m an illustrator

Kehinde Wiley and Amy Sherald
America

They are both making work today

ESTHER COOMBS

FUN FACT
I’m currently rearing tadpoles.

FUN FACT
They have both painted the portraits of the Obama family for presidential portraits.

Barack Obama by Kehinde Wiley 
Photo by Mark Gulezian/NPG
National Portrait Gallery, Washington, DC, USA

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OxSYqYlg8Lc&t=52s
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HOW TO

THINGS YOU 
WILL NEED

WATCH ESTHER’S MINIATURE PORTRAIT

WORKSHOP ON YOUTUBE.COM

W
ILEY'S & SHERALD'S MINIATURES

We're going to create our own miniature portraits 
of people that we feel need highlighting today. 
Let’s make a gallery that celebrates people!

ACTIVITY OUTLINE 

 Paper
 Cardboard
 Pens
 Pencils
 Paints
 Glue
 Scissors
 (Optional) Gold crayon/pen/pencil/paint for the frame

Portraits have been made by artists for hundreds of years. In the 
16th century (in the days of Queen Elizabeth I), painters created 
tiny portraits that were given as tokens of love and affection to 
those who were going to be separated from each other.

During these times of lockdown it seems more appropriate than 
ever, when we're all missing friends and family, to create small 
portraits in our 360° Art Gallery. The Gallery will then honour 
key workers, teachers, shopkeepers, friends and family.

HERE IS A PICTURE OF 

ESTHER'S MINIATURES

PRESS PLAY 
TO VIEW

STEP 1. STEP 3.

STEP 2.

CUT
Cut out a circle or oval (or 
whatever shape you choose) 
from paper. This needs to be 
about 10cms high and 7cms 
wide… or smaller!

 

YOUR SUBJECT
Choose your portrait 
subject. Who will you make 
a portrait of? Think about 
who you’d like to remember, 
honour or celebrate - maybe 
someone you wouldn’t 
normally see in a painting in 
an art gallery!

DECORATE
Decorate the frame in gold, 
if you can, or another colour 
you love. You could also add 
some decorations to the 
frame. Consider what type of 
decorations your person 
would like to surround them.
When decorated, stick your 
frame around your portrait!

STICK ONTO CARDBOARD
Place your finished portrait 
on some cardboard and 
draw around it. Cut out this 
piece of cardboard and 
then stick your portrait to 
the cardboard, so they 
match up. This will give you 
a stronger backing to your 
art work.

STEP 4.

PORTRAIT
Draw a portrait of your 
person on the cut out 
shape. Will their face be 
smiling, tired, proud, etc?
What will they be wearing 
(their work clothes, 
favourite colour, etc)?
What is in the background 
(home, things they use at 
work, etc)?

CREATE A FRAME
Let's make a frame from a 
second piece of paper or 
thin card. Firstly, with a 
pencil, draw a shape that 
is slightly bigger than your 
portrait. Cut this out. Then 
draw the same shape in the 
middle of the card, nearly 
as big as your portrait. 
Carefully cut it out. 

Check that the frame fits 
and that we can see your art 
work through the window!

INSTRUCTIONS

STEP 5.

STEP 6.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yFS-R3LPXuE&feature=youtu.be
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EXTRA ACTIV
ITIES

DRAWING FACES

Here is a drawing guide made by 

Esther to help you draw portraits

A.) Head 
All faces and heads differ and are 
beautiful in their own way, but in 
general they are roughly oval 
shaped.

B.) Face 
Draw a line down the middle of the 
oval. Most features on the face are 
roughly symmetrical, so equally 
balanced on either side of this line.

C.) Eyes
Draw a line across the oval, dividing 
your face in half. This is the rough 
level of the eyes. 

D.) Nose
Draw another line, halfway between 
the eye line and the bottom of the 
oval. This is the level of the bottom 
of the nose! The nose will go all the 
way up to the eyes. 

E.) Mouth
Draw another line between the 
bottom of nose and the chin. 
This is a line for your mouth. 

F.) Ears 
The location of the ears is roughly in 
the gap of 4 and 5. 

G.) Eyebrows
The eyebrows are roughly one pencil 
height in my diagram above the eye 
line.

H.) Other features
Add in some hair, a neck and any 
other facial features (beards, glasses, 
freckles, etc) to make your person 
look like them. 

We love miniatures and mini-drawings, so every day this 

week, we challenge you to do the Inch Challenge! 

Draw 7 boxes (or use the ones on this page or the 

template) that are 1 inch in size. Each day fill the box 

with a little drawing. They can be drawings of anything 

you like, but you must be drawn inside the box!

 INCH DRAWING CHALLENGE EXTRA ACTIV
ITIES

TUNE-IN

Listen to these amazing podcasts and discover 

some very inspiring people in the world 

(they may just deserve to feature in your portrait!).
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https://www.rebelgirls.com/pages/podcast
https://dreambigpodcast.com/episodes


As children complete the practical art activities in these toolkits, they will need 
torecord what they have done, showing that they have competed all three 
parts of Discover which are:

PART A: Taking part in arts activity
PART B:  Finding out about an artist
PART C: Share your artwork

It can be evidenced in any format you like, from photos to writing to drawing.
If you prefer, you can use the free, downloadable Art Builders Logbook to
record all three parts. It is available from www.artbuilders.co.uk/resources
Once your child has completed all three parts of Discover at Home, for a 
small fee (£4 at time of writing) you can submit their work to Art Builders HQ 
(Animate Arts Company) who will arrange their certificate.
Schools who would like their Art Builders pupils to work towards an 
Arts Award Discover can also do so. Certificates can also arranged through 
Art Builders HQ (Animate Arts Company). Please get in touch to discuss.
 

By completing the Toolkits on the Art Builders At Home project,

and exhibiting your art work on the 360° virtual reality 

film, young artists can qualify for Arts Award Discover award.

Arts Award Discover is an introduction to Arts Award, a set of awards for

children and young people that gets them involved in and excited about

the arts and culture and celebrates their artistic achievements. Arts Award

aims to improve confidence and communication skills, as well as developing

arts skills and knowledge.

To gain their Arts Award, young people create an arts log by  

collecting evidence of what they have done and reflecting

on their experiences. This can be created in any form, from

a scrapbook to a set of online files.

When they have finished Arts Award Discover children get

a certificate from the international awarding organisation.

WHAT IS ARTS AWARD DISCOVER?

HOW?

For more details about Arts Award Discover At Home, you can read detailshere: https://learn.artsaward.org.uk/discover-at-home. The Art Builders Logbook can be downloaded from www.artbuilders.co.uk/resources
www.artbuilders.co.uk
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Toolkit #6 – 360° Sound Artists
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